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Friends of Tennessee’s
Babies with Special Needs

Friends of Tennessee’s Babies
with Special Needs,
a 501-c-3 Non-Profit Organization

Because babies

can’t wait!

P.O. Box 544,
Alcoa, Tennessee 37701-0544

Email:

865-984-4326
helpingbabies@fotbabies.org
Website: www.fotbabies.org

Volunteer Executive Director’s Annual Report Letter
Have you ever heard the saying, “No one likes change except a wet baby, and often they go down
kicking and screaming?” This expression really captures the spirit that many nonprofits felt when
Covid first appeared on the scene. While many businesses suffered, nonprofit organizations were hit
very hard. Income streams dried up. Volunteer pools vanished. Finding and retaining staff became
much harder, and sites for events disappeared. Procedures and practices that had been working
effectively for years were no longer functional. And like many retail businesses, many nonprofits did
not weather the storm.
I am happy to report to you that even though Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs
faced our own set of challenges, we pressed on. With all of the shutdowns, being able to deliver the
services that we’ve been providing families took on even more importance. As you are well aware,
very young children with developmental challenges must be served in a timely manner or the children
will be negatively impacted for a lifetime.
One of the sayings that the Marine Corps uses with its recruits is “Improvise, Adapt and Overcome.”
I love this phrase. It really captures the spirit of what Friends of Tennessee’s Babies has done during
the last two years. Thanks to the energy, creativity and commitment of our governing board, advisory
board, part-time staff, and a host of volunteers, new ways of helping families have emerged.
Examples include the Mane Event -- an Easter Egg Hunt and party at a horse farm, the Pumpkin Patch
fall festival, Shadracks Christmas Light Show drive through, and children’s movie/pizza nights at a
cooperating church. Families loved each event, and we plan on continuing efforts to expand options.
Do you remember the old saying that for many years was used to describe US Postal Services, “the
mail must go through?” We firmly believe that Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs must be
served, and we thank you for the role you play in helping serve Tennessee’s Babies.
An exciting new event that will be piloted this summer is the “Karen Hollingsworth Family
Encouragement Conference.” Karen was a long-term supporter of Friends of Tennessee’s Babies. With
her heavenly homegoing, the owners of a family corporation with ties to Karen’s family expressed
their love and appreciation for the life of service Karen lived – they made a personal donation and
challenged others to help with ongoing funding of this new event in Karen’s memory. Look for more
information to come about this wonderful new conference.
I would like to encourage you to add Friends of Tennessee’s Babies to your long-term financial plans.
Should you have friends who would like to learn more about this fine organization, please give me a
call. I would be happy to sit down with you and others and discuss ways for you to help.
Serving babies and their families,

Don Thompson, Ed. D.,
Volunteer Executive Director
(865) 603-2581
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Mission:

Working to enhance the potential of infants and young children
with disabilities by offering support to their families and the
early intervention professionals who serve them.

Mailing address:
Friends of Tennessee’s Babies
with Special Needs
P.O Box 544
Alcoa, TN 37701
Street Address:
517 Crawford Street
Maryville, TN 37804
Phone:
865-984-4326
Fax:
865-981-9936
E-mail:
helpingbabies@fotbabies.org
Goals and Objectives:
1. Provide free events so that the families of
young children with special needs can share fun
times with their children and network
with other families.
2. Provide a Loaner Hearing Aid Bank so that
families may determine the most appropriate
hearing aid for their child before making this
expensive investment.
3. Provide individual and group respite care to
young children with special needs so that their
families may receive a much needed break from
24/7 care needed for these children.
4. Provide a resource lending library so that
families and the professionals who serve them
may have access to information about young
children with special needs.
5. Provide emergency assistance to families when
there is no other source of support.
6. Provide adaptive equipment (e.g. special
spoons, braces) when there is no other source
of support
7. Provide bereavement support to families
who have experienced the death of a child.
8. Provide training to families of young children
with special needs and the professionals
who serve them.
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Purpose of Organization and Brief History:
Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs
is a support organization for Tennessee’s Early
Intervention System (TEIS). TEIS is an early
intervention program that serves children (birth-3
years) with special needs and their families. The
children in this program have special needs such as
vision or hearing loss, developmental delays,
and/or medical conditions (e.g. Down syndrome).
TEIS connects parents of young children with special
needs with valuable community resources that help
them in the difficult task of caring for their children.
TEIS’ core home-services are provided free of
charge through the Department of Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities; however, it cannot serve
all the needs of its target population.
Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs
works to enhance the potential of infants and young
children with disabilities by offering support to their
families and the early intervention professionals who
serve them. Since 1995, we have provided services
to a target population of 2500 young children with
special needs in 16 counties in East Tennessee
including: Blount, Knox, Monroe, Sevier, Jefferson,
Claiborne, Union, Campbell, Cocke, Anderson,
Loudon, Hamblen, Grainger, Roane, Scott, and
Morgan. We exist to meet critical needs of families
when there are no other community resources. Our
tagline is “Because Babies Can’t Wait”. Our priorities
include respite care and family events, including
visits to Zoo Knoxville, Ripley’s Aquarium, Deep Well
Farm Pumpkin Patch, Rudolph’s Remix at the Fantasy
of Trees, and Shadracks Spectacular Light Show. We
also provide a state-wide Hearing Aid Loaner Bank,
an educational library designed to meet the needs
of our served population, care packages for families
of premature babies in the NICU at ET Children’s
Hospital, baby showers for families who have babies
in the NICU at Children’s Hospital and UT Medical
Center, travel assistance for families with out of area
medical appointments, diapers, orthopedic shoes,
and emergency/family assistance. Recently we
completed online training modules to help families
learn how to manage their finances. For more
information visit http://www.fotbabies.org or follow
us on Facebook and Instagram.

Board of Directors
The Board of Directors met six times in 2021.

KRISTIN ALM leads public relations and
communications for Greater Sum Ventures, a
growth equity firm based in Knoxville. She has
held senior corporate communications positions at Discovery, Inc., home to popular cable
channels such as HGTV and Food Network, as
well as with Goody’s Family Clothing. Kristin
is active in the Public Relations Society of America Volunteer Chapter
and also sits on the board of the Knox County Arc, an organization
serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. She
resides in Knoxville with her husband and their two daughters, the
youngest of whom happens to have Down syndrome.

MELISSA GOIN (Vice Chairperson) and her
husband have a nine year old son who has
Autism. They were enrolled in the Tennessee
Early Intervention System when he was 18
months. She understands the importance of
early intervention and is excited to be involved
with a program that supports families of young
children with special needs. She loves that we
provide event opportunities for families with special needs and thinks
they are critical. One way she and her husband show their support is by
attending the annual Jazz Baby fundraising event.

LYNN ANDRICK (Secretary) was born and
raised in Columbus, Ohio and came to pursue
a degree in Deaf Education with a minor in
Early Childhood education. She and her
husband Jett have two daughters, five
grandchildren, and a black lab named Chief.
She retired from the Tennessee School for the
Deaf after 30 years as an educator, both as a teacher and an elementary
principal. She volunteers in the Toddler and Preschool classes at TSD
and also works with Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs
Date Night. She served on the board of Breakthrough, an organization
that serves adults with Autism and continues to volunteer on various
fund-raising events for Breakthrough.

RACHEL HUMPHREYS is an East Tennessee
native. She worked as a Senior Client Manager
for an insurance brokerage firm and has a
background in Human Resources. She became
involved with East Tennessee Children’s Hospital and subsequently TEIS after her daughter
Addie was born at 25 weeks and spent 5.5
months in the NICU. She currently serves on
the Family Advisory Council at ETCH and as a parent representative to
their Board of Directors. As a peer mentor, she attends the ETCH NICU
showers sponsored by FOT. Rachel is proud to be Addie’s mom, Philip’s
wife, and a close friend to dozens of nurses, therapists, doctors, teachers and other moms who have come through the NICU.

SUZANNE BOND is a physical therapist with a
background in Healthcare Operations and
Compliance. She lives in Knoxville with her
husband and children. In addition to working
with FOT, she serves on the boards of the
Junior League of Knoxville and the Family
Justice Center. She is honored to be a part of
such a loving and compassionate organization.

CATHY HANNAN moved to Knoxville many
years ago to help her sister take care of
children. Prior to that, she was a nursing
assistant in Montgomery County, Maryland.
Now that her nieces and nephews are grown,
she spends her time volunteering with
Catholic Charities of East Tennessee and
Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special
Needs. She was FOT Babies “Volunteer of the Year 2010.”

JACKIE CAMPBELL (Chairperson) has her clinical doctorate in Audiology and has worked
with people of all ages with hearing loss since
1990. Currently, she is a Service Coordinator for
Tennessee’s Early Intervention System (TEIS).
She has been the Clinical Director of Special
Olympics Healthy Hearing Program in Texas
and TN and enjoys other local volunteer projects in the community.
Jackie joined the FOT Board in 2015. She and her husband live in
Knoxville and have two daughters, the younger one of whom has
Down syndrome, and a new son-in-law.
BUD CHANDLER (Emeritus) Thank you for
your steadfast commitment to insure that
infrastructure was put into place so that
Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special
Needs could be sustained for many years to
come.

MARY DONNET JOHNSON (Emeritus) Thank
you for sharing your creative talent and
planning skills to allow our organization to
expand services to young children with special
needs and their families.

JOHN KERR worked in the Financial Services
industry for over 30 years and was a Certified
Financial Planner until his semi-retirement in
2021. He is a member of the Greater Knoxville
Sertoma Club and served as the 100th
President of Sertoma International in 20112012. His Sertoma Club has supported Friends
of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs since its early beginnings.
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Board of Directors
SCOTT LAWSON has an MBA and Masters
in Analytics and is currently doing research for
the UT College of Nursing and Haslam
College of Business. He has a daughter with
Down syndrome who took part in the
Tennessee Early Intervention System as an
infant, and has since successfully transitioned
into the Knox County School System. Scott has supported Friends of
Tennessee’s Babies by volunteering at events, fundraising for the Lindsey
Nelson Golf Tournament, and serving on the Advisory Council.
TAYLOR LIVINGSTON (Past Chairperson)
graduated from the University of Georgia in
2006 with a major in Special Education. She
has always had a passion for helping children
with special needs. She taught Elementary
Special Education for 8 years in Charlotte and
Knoxville. In 2021, she served as the
Coordinator for the annual Jazz Baby fundraising event. She and her
husband Wes have two sons, Bennett and Hugh. They enjoy
volunteering, traveling, spending time with family, cheering on the
Georgia Bulldogs, and walking their dog, Sophie.
￼
SUSIE MCCAMY (Treasurer) is an early
childhood special educator (deaf education
certified) working in the field for over 30
years. She serves in an advisory role with TN
Hands & Voices, a Family support group for
families of children who are deaf, hard of
hearing and deaf-blind. She has been
involved with our organization for over 25 years and has a passion for
finding ways to meet the unique needs of families having young
children with special needs.
￼
MARY FRANCES MERWIN
is a speech-language pathologist who has
lived in Knoxville since 1991. She is an active
community volunteer, currently involved with
Catholic Charities of East Tennessee and
Akima Club. She is married with three adult
children.
SHYRA NELSON lives in Clinton with her
husband Kevin and adult son Luke. She is a
Home Exterior Designer, Interior Decorator,
Event Stylist, and business owner. Having
raised a child born with a rare genetic disorder,
Shyra developed a deep passion for helping
families who have children with special needs.
She began as a volunteer in 2002 and joined our Board of Directors in
2010, serving as Board Chairperson for three years. Shyra is very active
in Fundraising, Community Outreach, and the planning, designing, &
execution of our annual Jazz Baby event. Her creativity and design skills
add flair to so many of our community and family events.
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MARY BAILEY OAKES graduated from the
University of Tennessee and has worked as a
speech therapist at ETCH and Emerald
Academy. In college, she volunteered at
Camp Koinonia which is a camp for children
with special needs in Crossville, TN. She is a
reading mentor at SOAR youth ministries. She
enjoys volunteering in various capacities in Knoxville and surrounding
areas. She and her husband have 3 sons and 2 dogs.
PHEBE STARKEY a native of Greeneville, TN,
has a degree in Marketing from the University
of Tennessee. She currently is an Account
Manager at Eben Concepts, an insurance
company based in North Carolina. She has
a passion for helping people and serving
the community. She and her husband were
inspired by Friends of TN’s Babies with Special
Needs when they attended the Jazz Baby event two years ago. She
joined our Board of Directors in January 2021.
DON THOMPSON
(Volunteer Executive Director) holds a
doctorate in educational leadership from the
University of Tennessee, where his studies
emphasized the development and implementation of quality home-based early intervention services. He has worked in special
education for 36 years. Don retired from his position as Director of
Tennessee Infant Parent Services School in June of 2007. He is the
co-founder of the American Association of Home-based Early
Interventionists.
WESLEY WOOLSON is a full time General
Manager and the father of 3 wonderful
daughters; most recently a 27 week preterm
baby born at only 1lb 8oz. Their 103 day stay
was emotionally and physically draining and
finding support outside the NICU was
difficult. He states,” We discovered Friends of
Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs at a NICU Baby Shower and
found an amazing organization who gave us hope, inspiration, and
stability. My wife and I knew after the shower we wanted to be a part
of FTBSN when our NICU journey ended and are so thankful we are
now parent mentors”. He also offers support as a social media
administrator on a Dads Only NICU Group, focusing on a safe place
for dads to express their emotions and ask for help or just show off
their babies/children.

Operations/Staff
KATIE ELLIS (Event Coordinator) and her
husband Justin have three beautiful children
– Noah, Lily, and Silas. Katie is a registered
nurse with a heart and passion for children with
special needs. She is also the Mom of a child
with special needs. She is very creative and
innovative, sparking and implementing new
ideas, activities, and ways to reach out and forge relationships with our
community. Her goal in life is to make everyone feel valued and special, maximizing their potential, and trying to provide the tools needed
to make that happen.
SHIRLEY GENANDER (Office Manager) has
worked as a Front Desk Office Assistant for 40
years. She moved to Tennessee in 2013 after
working for the County of Volusia, FL for 16
years. She volunteers at the Blount Memorial
Hospital Cancer Center and the Knox Free
Clinic. She lives in Maryville with her Mother
and three dogs. She feels she was blessed the day she found out
about the position with FOT and enjoys interacting with the Early
Interventionists, Service Coordinators, and families.
ROBIN HAMRICK (Director of Programs) has a
teaching degree in Deaf Education and a
Master’s degree/certification in Speech
Language Pathology. She previously taught at
the Tennessee School for the Deaf, was an
adjunct professor at UT, and has been an Early
Interventionist with TEIS since 2002. She has
served with FOT since 2009. She and her husband have two daughters
and three grandchildren.
TERESA MCMAHAN (Grant Writer) worked in
the field of Early Intervention for 26 years. She
has worked at the Tennessee School for the
Deaf, Tennessee Infant Parent Services, and the
Tennessee Early Intervention System. She is the
Past President of the American Association of
Home-based Early Interventionists. She is
married with two children and four grandchildren.

Contracted Services:
MARTHA EMREY (Librarian) is honored to be
back working as part-time librarian and is
excited to share our collection with you all.
She is a happily-retired, former teacher and
librarian who worked in four states and in
multiple settings, including residential and
public schools. She was raised in upstate
New York, but, has called Knoxville home for
over half of her life. Martha invites you to look at our online catalog
(see the Resource Library link on our home page www.fotbabies.org) to
find books and videos for children, parents, and professionals.
ALLEN A. MCGILL (Bookkeeper) is a retired
US Army veteran of 22 years, working in the
Law Office Management field with emphasis in
Criminal Law, Administrative Law and Defense
divisions. After the military, he worked for 23
years as a Manager in the Technical Staffing
industry. He enjoys helping families with special needs children and
working in the finance office at FOT. He also enjoys working/volunteering in his church, singing in the choir, and serving the Lord. He
currently resides in Alcoa with his wife Sheron and two cats, Leo and
Elliott. He has two sons, five grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

Advisory Council
Beth Anderson

Dee Lundy

Kay Clayton

Jenny McGlothin

Laurie Dover

Dr. William Merwin Jr., MD

Jim Dunn

Nina Bowling Milner

Susan Forsberg

Danielle Nutt

Abby Ham

Stuart Oakes

Dan & Mary Holbrook

Ashly Sims

Michelle Jubran

Karl Thomas

April Lawson

Bill Williams

Carlton Long
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Programs
Family
Events

“Thank you ALL for everything you do to help make our children’s lives a
little happier, and our lives more manageable. Every moment you provide us
enriches the connection, bond, and spirit of our family, and we love each and
every one of you!”

EASTER EGG HUNT
MANE SUPPORT • ROCKWOOD, TN
MARCH 27, 2021
Over 60 families and 50 volunteers
joined together for an Easter Egg hunt at
one of the largest horse stables in East
TN! Children also had the opportunity
to pet the horses that are Equine
Counselors in the Equine-Assisted Grief
therapy program on this beautiful horse
ranch. Thank you to Kim Henry for
making this event happen!
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PARKWAY DRIVE-IN MOVIE

MOVIE AT RIO

KUNG FU PANDA
JUNE 3, 2021
80 PEOPLE ATTENDED

LUCA
JULY 30, 2021
50 PEOPLE ATTENDED

ZOO KNOXVILLE
APRIL 10, 2021
2021 – 560
participated
______________________
Thank you to 20
volunteers
______________________

RIPLEY’S AQUARIUM
August 28, 2021
Thank you to the Aquarium for special
ticket pricing and to the City of
Gatlinburg for providing free parking.
_________________________
2021– 1050 people attended
_________________________
A special Thank you to our sponsors:
Pilot Company, Axle Logistics,
The Ramsey Hotel, Palmetto Homes LLC,
East TN Children’s Hospital,
Pepsi, Eclipse Blinds,
Gatlinburg Skylift Park, Hyde Eyecare,
J. Steve Morton, DDS, Parkway Animal
Hospital, Performance Food Service,
Sevier County Electrical System,
SideKick Therapy Partners, SmartBank,
TVA Credit Union, U Bank,
Workshop Tools
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Rudolph’s Remix
NOVEMBER 28, 2021

574 moms, dads, and children were able to enjoy the festivities at
the Fantasy of Trees at an exclusive opening with a reduced crowd
and sensory friendly environment. Thank you to the 60+
Volunteers and ETCH who helped make this possible.

SHADRACKS CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND
DECEMBER 14, 2021
Families were thrilled to make holiday memories with
their children in a safe and fun way. They were able
to enjoy a fantastic light show, a petting zoo, and a
glimpse or picture with Santa!
_______________________
184 families participated
_______________________

POLAR EXPRESS
On December 3rd, families came in their Christmas
pajamas to enjoy the “Polar Express” movie while
enjoying pizza and hot chocolate. Santa made a special
visit and each child received a gift and a “Believe”
bell. Thank you Rio Revolution for hosting this event.
_______________________
150
Attended
_______________________
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DEEP WELL FARM PUMPKIN PATCH
OCTOBER 19, 2021
_______________________
Attendance: 542
Volunteers:
10
_______________________

Respite Care
“Respite” means to take a short break from the
daily responsibilities of caring for a child with
special needs.

Individual Respite Care
In 2021 individual respite care was provided to 45 families

What does respite care mean to families?
“Respite care allowed me to get out of the house to spend
a little time on “me”. I spend so much time caring for my
child with special needs. It’s easy to forget about myself.
Having respite care makes me a better mom.”

“We rarely get an opportunity to have
time to ourselves!”
“Our girls LOVE it and look forward to
it all week!”
“This is the first time we have had a
date in a year!”
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Services
Hearing Aid
Loaner Bank

Facebook Parent
Support Group

Critical hearing aids are available to babies
across the entire state
Thank you to the Greater
Knoxville Sertoma Club for
your continuing support!
10 hearing aids added to the
bank through a grant from
Blue Cross Blue Shield and
monies raised by Greater
Knoxville Sertoma Club at
the Bill Williams Fishing
tournament.
In 2020, Friends of TN’s Babies launched a Facebook Parent
Support Group for any parent who has a child up to age 4 with
special needs. This group allows parents to network with other
families that are also navigating the new world of special needs
parenting. We already have over 100 members!
Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

What do families say about the Hearing
Aid Bank?

“We were so excited for her to receive these top-ofthe-line hearing aids that will hopefully help her to pick
up different frequencies that she was missing before.
We were especially excited they were loaned to us
at no expense! This was a huge burden lifted from
us because of the large amount of medical bills we
had already accrued on her behalf and the financial
strain her special needs have placed on our family. Yet
beyond all of this we love our daughter and cannot wait
to see how much these new hearing aids help her to
hear and begin to communicate with us! We are SO
very thankful!”

10

Family
Emergency
In 2021 Friends of
Tennessee’s Babies with
Special Needs was able
to help 6 families with
emergencies including rent
and utility bills assistance.

“Without your help our family of five would
have been homeless. Thank you!”- Parent

Parent and
Professional
Library

Family
Assistance
In 2021 Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special
Needs was able to approve 815 requests from
families.
Dear Friends…“We have triplets and the only way
we can take them out is in a wagon. We used the
first one we had so much that it broke and we didn’t
have the $$ to buy a new one. Thank you so much
for providing a replacement!”

The FOT Library is full of resources for both
parents and professionals, covering topics in child
development, sensory integration, sensory deficits,
behavior management, and more – and a large
variety of children’s books. Martha Emrey is our
Librarian and ready to assist. Please visit our online
catalog at www.fotbabies.org.

Training
A variety of training videos are available to families and
service providers. Visit our website at www.fotbabies.org
and click on the Training tab to learn more.

Training Videos
These training videos are available to families and
service providers. Visit our website at
www.fotbabies.org to learn more.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Working with Young Children with NAS
Adult Learning
Coaching
Dos and Don’ts of Home Visiting
Establishing Boundaries
Family Systems
Financial Management: Organization, Payment
Methods, Spending, Debt, Credit, Identity
Protection, Planning for your Child’s Future, etc.
Learning styles
Promoting Language through Turn taking
Promoting Language through Daily Routines
and Activities
Expressive Communication
Three Little Pigs Story
Creating Language Experience Books

Dear friends…“The compression suit has made
him happier, more playful and he has less tantrums.
He wears it 23 hours a day so at night he has gone
from not sleeping to sleeping all night – You have
changed our lives!”

Collaboration
with Area
Hospitals
NICU BABY SHOWERS
Due to COVID, FOT was not able to host the Baby
Showers for families who have babies in the NICU
at East Tennessee Children’s Hospital and the
University of Tennessee Medical Center. We are
hopeful that these may be able to resume in 2022.

CARE PACKAGES
We continued to provide Care Packages to families
of premature infants in the NICU at ETCH on a
monthly basis.
“Thank you to our team of 12 Peer Mentors
who provide critical support to families who
have premature babies in the NICUs at East
Tennessee Children’s Hospital and the University
of Tennessee Medical Center.”
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Fundraising Events
Bill Williams Fishing Tournament

March 27, 2021
20 years
- Sponsored by the Greater Knoxville Sertoma Club! Funds used to buy
hearing aids for the Hearing Aid Loaner Bank and provide refreshments at Zoo day.

Lindsey Nelson
Golf Tournament

August 3, 2021
31 years!

Thank you to the Concord Farragut Sertoma Club for
partnering for over 30 years!
Funds used to support Respite Days and a free night
at the Tennessee Smokies ballgame for families.
12

Celebrate
Sound

September 12, 2021

Thank you to the Greater Knoxville Sertoma Club
for sponsoring this event which helps
purchase hearing aids for the
Hearing Aid Loaner Bank.

Fundraising Events
12th Annual Mother’s Day Campaign
“Hayden has so much joy. Her smile
lights up any room. She’s endlessly
curious and resilient and will try
over and over again to achieve what
she wants until she gets it”.
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donation will go directly to helping families of babies with special needs where it is
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withSpecial
SpecialNeeds,
Needs,today?
today?
with

Happy
Mother’s Day!

❑ $10 ❑ $20 ❑ $40 ❑ $60 ❑ $100 ❑ Other $ ______________

For every $10 you give, we will send you one of these beautiful Mother’s Day cards for you to send to anyone you wish to honor. Please provide your name and address below, tell us how many cards you would
like, and send it in with the corresponding donation. We will happily mail you a packet with the number
of requested cards and envelopes, along with the postage, in plenty of time for you to add your personal
touch and mail to the special women in your life. PLEASE SELECT FROM OPTIONS BELOW:

I enclose my gift of

YES!

3/19/13 11:39 AM
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loveand
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support
ofoflove
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babies!
the

Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs

I would like to support moms of babies with special
needs and honor the nurturing people in my life.
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Fundraising Events
12th annual Jazz Baby event
was in person on September 30, 2021!
Thank you to everyone who helped make
this a successful event!

YOU INVITED

Jazz Baby

WITH THANKS TO OUR
fotbabies.org
GRACIOUS SPONSORS:
Jim and Natalie Haslam

Ann & Steve Bailey

ARE

Tom Dolinak
Capital Financial
Services

9.30
9
0.21
9..3
30

OUR
WITH THANKS TO
RS:
GRACIOUS SPONSO
Jim and Natalie

Ann & Steve

THURSDAY 5:30 - 8PM
@ THE FOUNDRY WORLDS FAIR SITE

Haslam

Bailey

King and Denise Purnell
Since 1995 Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special
and young children with special needs, their families, Needs has existed to provide a bedrock of support to babies
and the professionals who serve them. “Friends” works
by side with Early Intervention programs to fill in the gaps
side
and provide assistance that a family with specific, urgent
needs can’t get anywhere else. The list of those vital necessities
may include loaner hearing aids, adaptive equipment
and toys, respite care, professional support, as well as
family based events that provide welcome relief and
entertainment to children with special needs, their siblings,
rich
and care givers.

n
David & Susa
Forsberg

King & Denise
Purnell

Caroline
& George
McConaughey

A special thanks to our sponsors:
Ann & Steve Bailey

fotbabies.org

Needs has existed
Since 1995 Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special
children with special
to provide a bedrock of support to babies and young
them. “Friends”
needs, their families, and the professionals who serveto fill in the gaps
works side by side with Early Intervention programs needs can’t get
and provide assistance that a family with specific, urgent loaner hearing
anywhere else. The list of those vital necessities may include
support,
aids, adaptive equipment and toys, respite care, professional
relief and rich
as well as family based events that provide welcome and care givers.
entertainment to children with special needs, their siblings,

Jim and Natalie Haslam

Jim and Natalie
Haslam
Ann & Steve
Bailey

The McLaughin Group
PRIVATE BANKING &
INVESTMENT GROUP
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Carolyn
& George
McConnaughey

2021 Budget
Administration
		 Accounting Expense
			 Finance Manager.......................$5,500.00
		
		 Office Equipment
		 Computer Software
			 Office equipment - Other
		 Total Office equipment...................$3,100.00

		PublicAwareActiv
			 Logo Products..............................$200.00
		
Payroll Expenses
		 Payroll Taxes....................................$8,500.00

Business Expenses
		 PayPal fees.........................................$250.00
		 Square fees......................................$1500.00

Programs and Services
		Adapt.Eq.&Toys............................$32,000.00
		Bereavement...................................$1,000.00
Event Coordinator..........................$7,500.00
		 Family Assistance..........................$41,000.00
		 Family Emergencies........................$5,500.00
		FamilyScholarships.............................$500.00
		 Family Learning Events.................$29,925.00
		 Parent Support Group Exp.
			 NICU Support............................$9,000.00
			 Parent Support Other............... $3,500.00

Contract Services
		 Accounting Fees..............................$7100.00
			
Development
		 Board Mtg Expense........................$1,000.00
		 Community Relations Expense..........$500.00
		 Fundraising Expense
			 Celebrate Sound Walk
			 Grant Writing
			 Jazz Baby
			 Fundraising Materials/Postage
			 Mother’s Day Campaign
		 Total Fundraising Expense............$34,850.00
		
		 Solicitation Permits............................$225.00

		 Parent/Professional Library
			 Librarian Services
			 Training & Support DVDs
			 Parent/Professional Library - Other
		 Total Parent/
		 Professional Library.........................$3,000.00
		
		 Programs To Support EI’s/SC’s
			 EI Support Meetings
			 Workshop Expense
		 Total Programs To
		 Support EI’s/SC’s............................$2,200.00
		
		 Programs/Services Director..........$20,800.00
		 Request & Procurement Costs ...$12,500.00

Facilities and Equipment
		Insurance.........................................$4,500.00
		Maintenance.......................................$500.00
		Rent/Mortgage...........................................$0
		 Telephone & Internet......................$2,500.00
		Utilities............................................$3,000.00

Respite
			 Total Respite Care...................$12,500.00
			 Volunteer Management.............$2,000.00

		 Office Manager...............................$3,100.00
		 Office Supplies................................$3,000.00
		 Post Office Box Rental.......................$110.00
		Postage..............................................$500.00

Total Expense.......................................$273,900.00

Marketing
		Advertising.........................................$250.00
		 Annual Report to Supporters............$300.00

		 Print Material.....................................$500.00
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Finances
Friends of Tennessee’s Babies with Special Needs
Statement of Financial Position
December 2021
Prepared by Whitlock and Company, P.C. in accordance with statements on standards for
accounting and review services issued by the American Institute of Certified Accountants
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How Did
Friends
Help in
2021?
Oral Motor
supplies for
105 children
Hearing Aid
Loaner Bank
Diapers for 39
babies
Care Packages
for Preemies
Provided 100
weighted vests
and blankets
Respite Care
for 45 families
Quarterly NICU
Baby Showers
Adaptive
Equipment for
220 little ones

“

“

Lending Library

“

“

Over 3900
attended family
events
Childcare
equipment for
400

Every moment you provide us enriches
the connection, bond, and spirit of our
family. Thank you for everything you do to
help make our children a little happier, and
our lives more manageable!”

I had surgery and couldn’t lift either
of my two small children for two weeks.
The respite funds allowed me to pay for
a sitter for those two weeks. I don’t know
what I would have done without it.
Thank you so much!”

My wife and I would wait until the last
minute to change diapers because we were
afraid we would run out. Now, thanks to
Friends we don’t worry about a shortage
and our child is healthier!”
The Baby Shower is a place where families
can draw strength to make it another day,
another week, or another month or two in the
NICU while their baby sometimes fights for their
life. The Baby Showers are one of the most
rewarding events I have been a part of in my
nursing career!”

Thank You for all your support!

a 501-c-3 Non-Profit Organization

P.O. Box 544,
Alcoa, Tennessee
37701-0544
865-984-4326 tel
865-981-9936 fax
Email:

helpingbabies@fotbabies.org
www.fotbabies.org

Website:

Working to enhance the potential of infants and youn
children with disabilities by offering support to their families
and the early intervention professionals who serve them

Friends of Tennessee’s
Babies with Special Needs,

